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SUBJECT: THE LATEST ROUND OF LEBANESE FORCES/DRUZE FIGHTIN

e (U) SERIOUS FIGHTING BETWEEN THE LEBANESE FORCES AND
DRUZE MILITIAMEN BEGAN LAST WEEKEND ON SATURDAY, JULY 16,
AND HAS CONTINUED OFF AND ON UNTIL TODAY, JULY 19,

THE FIGHTING HAS CONSISTED MAINLY OF ARTILLERY DUELS.

THE SHUF, THE MATN AND THE COAST BETWEEN EAST BEIRUT AND

JUNIYAH HAVE BEEN SHELLED. TwWO PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND
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17 WOUNDED BY THE SHELLING ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, TwO
CEASEFIRES HAVE BEEN CONCLUDED BUT BOTH WERE LATER BROKEN,

2, (U) THE SHELLING BEGAN ON SATURDAY EVENING IN THE
DAYRAL=QAMAR=BAQLIN AREA OF THE SHUF, LATER, BAYT=AD=«DIN,
KHALMAT, KFARHIM AND OTHER SHUF AREAS WERE ALSO SHELLED,
RESULTING IN THE WOUNDING OF TEN PEOPLE. MEANWHILE, THE
EAST BEIRUT SUBURBS OF HAZMIYAM, FAYYADIYAH AND DIKWANAH
WERE ALL SHELLED. INDEPENDENT L'ORIENT=LE JOUR REPORTS
THAT SOME SHELLS ALSO LANDED IN THE GALERIE SIMAAN AREA,
IN THE SOUTHEAST PART OF BEIRUT PROPER, THE FIRST OF
SEVERAL LF=DRUZE CEASEFIRES WAS CONCLUDED AT 214S ON
SATURDAY EVENING AND TOOK EFFECT 30 MINUTES LATER,

3. (U) THIS CEASEFIRE AAS BROKEN ROUGHLY 17 HOURS LATER
AT ARQUND 1500 ON SUNDAY, JULY 17, WHEN THE SHELLING
RECOMMENCED IN THE SHUF, LF POSITIONS AT KAFR QATRA AND
KNAYSAH, AND DRUZE POSITIONS AT DAYR KUSHAH AND BISHTIN
ENGAGED IN ARTILLERY DUELS. THERE WAS ALSO SHELLING
BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES ON THE EDGE OF THE SHUF IN THE
ALAYH AREA, A CEASEFIRE WAS ARRANGED AT 1700, BUT WAS
BROKEN SHORTLY THEREAFTER AT 1915, THERE WAS ALSO SHELLIN
OF THE BEACHES AROUND JUNIYAH ON SUNDAY EVENING: MORE
THAN 17 DIFFERENT AREAS OF THE CITY WERE HIT, ACCORDING
TO THE LOCAL PRESS,

25X1

4q, TOQURED A BROAD AREA OF THE SHUF ON MONDAY
MORNING, JULY 318, INCLUDING KAFRHIM, MUKHTARA AND BAYT'AD=
DIN, TRAFFIC WAS VERY LIGHT, BUT THE AREA WAS QUIET EXe
CEPT FOR SOME IDF SMALL ARMS FIRE AT MUKHTARAH,

S. (U) WE HAVE REPORTS TODAY, JULY 19, THAT THERE WAS
MORE SHELLING DURING THE NIGHT OF JULY 18«19 IN THE
BAGLIN=KAFRHIM AREA OF THE SHUF, BUT THE SHUF IS NOW
REPORTED TO BE REASONABLY CALM, NO NEW CEASEFIRE HAS BEEN
ANNOUNCED,

6. (C) COMMENT: THERE IS NO SINGLE INCIDENT WE CAN POINTY
TO AS HAVING TRIGGERED THIS LATEST ROUND OF DRUZE=LF
FIGHTING, SOME LOCAL PRESS ARTICLES SPECULATE THAT THE
FIGHTING IS THE RESULT OF FRIDAY'S LAF=AMAL FIGHTING IN
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THE WADI ABU JAMIL AREA OF WEST BEIRUT, PUGHM
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